
COUNTED
RIGHTEOUS

IN
CHRIST

Should We Abandon the Imputation of
Christ’s Righteousness?

J O H N  P I P E R

C R O S S W A Y  B O O K S
A  D I V I S I O N  O F

G O O D  N E W S  P U B L I S H E R S
W H E A T O N ,  I L L I N O I S



Counted Righteous in Christ

Copyright © 2002 by Desiring God Foundation

Published by Crossway Books
A division of Good News Publishers
1300 Crescent Street
Wheaton, Illinois

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording or otherwise, without the prior
permission of the publisher, except as provided by USA copyright law.

Cover design: Liita Forsyth

First printing, 2002

Printed in the United States of America

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are the author’s own
translation.

Also quoted in this book:

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Piper, John, 1946-

Counted righteous in Christ : should we abandon the imputation of
Christ’s righteousness? / John Piper.

p. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN 1-58134-447-3 (tpb : alk. paper)
1. Justification—Biblical teaching.  2. Bible. N.T. Epistles of Paul—

Criticism, interpretation, etc.  I. Title.
BS2655.J8 P54 2002
234'.7—dc21 2002009041

DP 13 12 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02

15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



FULL OUTLINE OF

THE ARGUMENT

CHAPTER ONE:
THE SETTING IN FAMILY, CHURCH, CULTURE, AND NATIONS

CHAPTER TWO:
THE CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGE

§1. Definition and aim.
§2. Three things have moved me to write.

§2.1. Preaching through Romans.
§2.2. Controversy and awakenings.
§2.3. A blast from Books and Culture.

§3. Summary of the challenge to historic Protestant teaching.
§3.1. Our righteousness consists of faith.
§3.2. There is no imputation of divine righteousness.
§3.3. Justification has to do with liberation from sin’s mastery.
§3.4. Abandonment of the imputation of Christ as unbiblical.

§4. Defending imputation is not a rearguard action.
§4.1 Central Reformation battles were not in vain.
§4.2 The distinction between justification and sanctification matters.
§4.3 The glory of Christ and the care of souls are at stake.

CHAPTER THREE:
AN EXEGETICAL RESPONSE TO THE CHALLENGE

§1. The evidence that the righteousness imputed to us is external
and not our faith.

§1.1. Paul thinks of justification in terms of “imputing” or 
“crediting.”

§1.2. The context of imputation is one of crediting in a book-
keeping metaphor.

§1.3. Confirmation from the connection between Romans 4:5 
and 4:6.



§1.3.1. The parallel between apart from works in verse 6
and the ungodly in verse 5.

§1.3.2. The parallel between God’s justifying in verse 5 and
God’s imputing righteousness in verse 6.

§1.4. A confirming parallel between Romans 4:6 and Romans 3:28.
§1.5. The evidence from how Paul’s thought flows in Romans 

4:9-11.
§1.6. Confirming evidence from Romans 10:10.
§1.7. Evidence from Philippians 3:8-9.
§1.8. A clarifying analogy for “faith imputed for righteousness.”
§1.9. Conclusion: Our imputed righteousness does not consist of

faith but is received by faith.

§2. The external righteousness credited to us is God’s.
§2.1. The flow of thought from Romans 3:20 to 4:6.

§2.1.1. God’s righteousness witnessed by the law connects
with Romans 4:3.

§2.1.2. Imputed righteousness is “the righteousness of God
through faith.”

§2.2. The evidence for imputed divine righteousness in 2 Corin-
thians 5:21.

§2.3. Conclusion: God imputes his righteousness to us through
faith.

§3. Justification is not liberation from sin’s mastery.
§3.1. A controlling biblical-theological paradigm?
§3.2. Does the new paradigm do justice to Romans 3:24-26?
§3.3. How the new paradigm mishandles justification in 

Romans 6:6-7.
§3.3.1. The meaning of “justified from sin” in Romans 6:7.
§3.3.2. Another way to understand Romans 6:6-7.

§3.3.2.1. The structure of Romans: Justification
is the prior basis of sanctification.

§3.3.2.2. The bondage of guilt makes justifica-
tion a necessary ground for liberation.

§3.4. The flow of thought in Romans 8:3-4.
§3.5. Conclusion: Justification is not liberation from sin’s mastery.
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§4. Is the divine righteousness imputed to believers the righteous-
ness of Christ?

§4.1. The evidence from 2 Corinthians 5:21.
§4.2. The evidence from Philippians 3:9.
§4.3. The evidence from 1 Corinthians 1:30.
§4.4. The evidence from Romans 10:4.
§4.5. The evidence from Romans 5:12-19.

§4.5.1. The incomplete sentence of Romans 5:12.
§4.5.2. The clarification of “all sinned” (verse 12) in

Romans 5:13-14.
§4.5.2.1. How Paul deals with possible objections.

§4.5.2.1.1. The principle of no trans-
gressions where there is no
law.

§4.5.2.1.2. Absence of law raises the
legal issue of the death sen-
tence for all men.

§4.5.2.2. Why did Paul introduce the Adam-
Christ connection at this place?

§4.5.3. The contrast between Adam and Christ in 
Romans 5:15-17.

§4.5.4. The crucial contrasts of Romans 5:18-19.
§4.5.5. Does Christ’s “one act of righteousness” refer to

his life of obedience?

§5. The relationship between Christ’s “blood and righteousness.”
§5.1. The meaning of “justify” (dikaiovw, dikaioø).
§5.2. Texts pointing to the imputation of righteousness.
§5.3. Justification and forgiveness in relation to the use of Psalm

32 in Romans 4.

CHAPTER FOUR:
CONCLUSION
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